
1. Encourage talk about spelling!
If you can explain why a word is spelt in a particular way, you will probably remember how to spell it.
2. Encourage children to be interested in their errors, not ashamed of them.
Have an ‘errors to share’ slot when giving feedback on writing – talk to your partner about why you think you made an error and how you will remember next time – share with class.

3. Remember to remember!


We can fix new learning into long term memory by reviewing 
within 10 
mins, 24 hrs, a week and at intervals after that.

4. Encourage children to ‘look with intent.’


Spelling is a visual skill. Work from the earliest days on improving 
visual memory.

5. Have an expectation that there are some words we never get wrong. 


Have a Spelling Spotlight poster in each class that is added to as 
children move through school (suggest no more than 12)

6. We can learn from the walls!


(at home as well as in school) Avoid over-cluttered walls. Make 
children aware of what is on the walls to support their spelling. Use 
corridors etc for spelling rules. 

7. Encourage collaborative learning.


 If a question is worth asking, it’s worth everyone answering! 

Think-
pair-share! Use paired/group talk, paired practice, partner proof 
reading

8. Encourage individual responsibility.

For identifying own common errors, practising and learning them and 
for checking own work.

9. Involve parents


Explain ideas in parents’ booklet. Encourage positive, playful 
activities rather than ‘school-type’ activities. Give clear guidance on 
how to help at home.
10. Take an interest in words and have fun with spelling.


Collect and discuss new words. Have spelling games for wet playtimes! 
ICT programs etc
