TALK for WRITING NARRATIVE

To develop as writers, children will need to walk through the Wheatfield many times.

Simple overview

Talk surrounds the process of writing.

1. Increase the amount you read to the children and the amount they read/listen to poems, stories, information.

2. Make transcription easy and automatic – handwriting, phonics/spelling and sentences e.g. imitate story sentences.

	Transcription


	Composition + Comprehension



	· Handwriting/pencil control 

· Phonics/spelling

· Sentence construction and manipulation


	· Reading – shared and guided:

· pleasure, comprehension, as a writer

· Talking the text

· Writing – shared and guided:

· the craft of writing

· developing a whole text




3. Talk the text – storytelling, debating, presenting, instructing, explaining etc e.g. imitate story paragraph orally.

4. Use assessment to focus teaching.

5. Lots of Shared writing with the whole class – and guided writing targeted at specific groups to teach them what they need.

6. Motivate children as writers through interesting topics and publishing.

TALK FOR WRITING POETRY – CRAFTING IDEAS

Playful poem ideas
· In this magical bag I found….

· I dreamed…

· In the clouds I saw…

· Listen, can you hear…?

· Come with me to an impossible world where….

· Through the window I saw…
· In the crystal ball I saw…

· In a girl’s/boy’s head is….

· Trapped inside the marble is….
· I wish I was/could/had…
· It is a secret but I saw….
· Through the door is….
· On the journey, I heard….
Detailed recreation of closely observed experience
· observing an experience - leaf skeletons, a spider’s web, a pomegranate sliced in half;

· objects/collections – tree bark, hands, candles, buttons, ties, photos, feathers;

· locations – old buildings, woods, alleyway, sea front, building site;

· unusual objects – back of a broken tv set, a ship-in-a-bottle; 

· art – drawing before writing, postcards/posters of paintings, music, sculptures, film clips, photos, dance;

· seasons and weather – thunder, storms, rain, snow, frost, dew; 

· relationships – things mum says, my teacher is…, friends, enemies;

· memories – secret places, details, strange events, old dreams, things I used to do;

· feelings –anger, sadness, elation, memorable incidents;

· a recalled common experience – bonfire night, dark in my room.

· cross curricular – poems can be written in science, history, art, geography to enhance and explore the world.

Poetry resources

Let’s Write Poetry Four BBC programmes on DVD, featuring Kit Wright, Brian Patten, Val Bloom and Michael Rosen plus many other poems read aloud. Advertised as ‘poetry writing for years 5 and 6’ but you could use parts of it with anyone from year 2 into year 8. Order from 0870 830 8000 or online from www.bbcactive.com/schoolshop
The Works Key Stage 2 Poems referred to in this handout can be found in this volume or in The Works Key Stage 1. Both edited by Pie Corbett, published by Macmillan Children’s Books.  

Jumpstart! Poetry by Pie Corbett. Published by Routledge (a David Fulton Book). An Essential Read! This book expands considerably on the notes in this handout.






STORYMAKING

The Storymaking Process
	IMITATION – familiarisation
· Retelling a story till it can be told fluently.

· Multi-sensory approach, made memorable.

· Participation

· Communal

· Independent retelling


	INNOVATION – adapting a well-known tale.
· Substitution, addition, alteration, change of viewpoint and re-using the basic story pattern


	INVENTION – creating your own new story. 
· Building up a story – drawing, drama, images, video, first-hand experience, location, quality reading, etc.



Nervously, Sasha stepped into the room. Cobwebs hung from the ceiling and the window was smothered in grime. At that moment, a distant door slammed. Sasha spun round. Who could it be? Gripping the money bag tightly, she strained to listen. Silence! She peered into the gloom at what looked like a dust-covered stone fireplace. Something darted back into the chimney, quick as a blade. Perhaps she should run? But it was too late, because at that moment, a cold and sharp voice spoke to her…  
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