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WHY DON’T ALL FISH DIE  
WHEN LIGHTNING HITS THE SEA? 

Sea water conducts electricity so as soon 
as the current enters it, it spreads out in all 
directions and any fish in the way would 
probably only experience a small current 
passing through it, so sparing it from death. 
Only fish very near the water’s surface would 
be killed. A fish as little as 30cm below the 
surface would probably be quite safe.

Think of it like this: If you poured a drop of 
blackcurrant juice into a teaspoon, you would 
see that it was a very dark purple colour. 
Now, if you poured that into a bath full of 
water, it would spread out and soon disappear 
completely. Lightning is just like that - when 
it hits the water, it spreads out straight away 
and becomes harmless to all but those at the 
very point where it entered the sea. 

Fortunately, only very unlucky fish ever get 
killed by lightning. 
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